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PR 2640

29 March 2010

For Immediate Release
Myplace gets the go ahead with confirmed funding from BIG Lottery Fund

Torbay Council has received confirmation of the £4,875,000 grant from the Myplace BIG Lottery Fund on behalf of the Department of Children, Schools and Families (DCSF).

This means that the project is on programme to start on site in late spring 2010 and will be fully operational by August 2011. 

Myplace is a flagship project that will provide world class facilities at Parkfield in Paignton, and will herald a new approach to youth facilities that will meet and exceed the aspirations of local young people and an ever more discerning activity holiday market. 

In response to extensive consultation with young people and local residents, the facility will still be called “Parkfield” to reflect the historic importance of Parkfield House and the surrounding grounds, which will be re-furbished and conserved to its former glory as part of the development.  

The aims of Myplace are to provide excellent opportunities for young people to enjoy themselves in healthy, positive pursuits; enabling them to lead healthier lives. These opportunities will be provided taking advantage of Torbay’s unique natural features by offering outdoor pursuits on the moor and the coast. Parkfield will also offer performing art facilities as well as the physical pursuits of “extreme wheeled” sports such as BMX riding and skateboarding. High quality accommodation units will be developed on site in keeping with the Grade II listed building, which will attract families from all over the UK and further afield to enjoy the world class outdoor and indoor pursuits.  

Torbay Council’s Cabinet Member for Children’s Services, Councillor Anna Tolchard, said: “This is wonderful news, we were delighted to get the go ahead for myplace last year but nothing is ever certain until the final confirmation comes through. The grant is testament to the hard work and creativity of the Myplace team, including the young people involved with the Bay6."

Myplace project director Maggie Naylor said: “We are so pleased that the grant has finally been confirmed, it’s a fantastic opportunity to put Paignton on the map when it comes to top-end youth facilities. There is nothing like this in the country – Myplace at Parkfield has been identified as a flagship project by the BIG Lottery Fund. I look forward to working with the enthusiastic project team, including the Bay6, to deliver myplace at Parkfield to the benefit of the whole community.” 

-Ends- 

For further information please contact: Helena Davison, Communications Officer on 01803 207048.
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