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For Immediate Release
Torbay volunteers get PM’s top award

Pioneering young people from Torbay have been rewarded for their outstanding volunteering contributions at a special graduation ceremony at the Grand Connought Rooms in London. 

The seven volunteers, aged 16-25, were among the first ever to receive the prestigious Prime Minister’s Award for National Civic Service, rewarding their contribution to children’s services.  The local volunteers were among nearly 400 volunteers from around the country who were recognised for giving up a total of 300,000 hours to help others in their community.

Oliver Hill, aged 19 from Torquay, was placed in the Targeted Youth Service part of the Youth Offending Team; William Bowles, aged 19 from Torquay, worked with the Bay 6 group in the Youth Service (the group that is working on the MyPlace youth centre at Parkfields); Cathy Landucci, aged 19 from Torquay, worked with the Arts Worker in the Youth Service; Emma Bovey, aged 19 from Torquay, worked with the participation worker in the Youth Service; Tony Taylor, aged aged 17 from Paignton, worked with the Play Rangers and for the Youth Service; Anthony Pinkerton, aged 22 Paignton, worked with the Play Rangers and Lexxie Price, aged 19 from Paignton, worked with the Playrangers. 

The volunteers were part of a groundbreaking pilot scheme, called vtalent year, which was launched last year by v, The National Volunteers Service. The innovative programme involves young people contributing approximately 30 hours a week for 44 weeks in local authority Children's Services. Volunteers undertook a range of placements from nurseries, children and youth centres to youth crime prevention, asylum seekers and substance misuse teams.

Councillor Anna Tolchard, Torbay Council’s Cabinet Member for Children’s Services said: “We’re really proud of our volunteers here in Torbay. There’s often bad stereotyping of young people but this is a fantastic example of young people making a real difference and making a positive contribution to the community.”

The PM’s award was presented to the local volunteers on his behalf by Angela Smith, MP, Minister for the Third Sector.  Entertainment came from pop star Bashy and dance group Subcrew. 

Terry Ryall, v’s Chief Executive, who co-presented at the graduation ceremony, commented: “Volunteering unleashes young peoples’ talents, gives them a fantastic array of new skills and experience, whilst bringing invaluable new support to the local community. I hope that everyone will spread the word about these pioneering young volunteers.”

Nearly 60% of the volunteers were not in education, employment or training prior to starting the programme. The volunteers came from all walks of life, including young parents, care leavers and graduates. With this volunteering experience and an accredited qualification under their belt, many of the young volunteers are already progressing to further training or employment.  

The nationwide vtalent year programme, which operates in 32 local authorities, is also being piloted in local FE colleges across the country. It is part of v’s wider investments in full-time volunteering, which has already created 20,000 full time volunteering placements across England.

-Ends-
1.      v is The National Youth Volunteers Service, whose mission is to inspire a new generation of young volunteers in England aged 16-25.  

2.      v’s aim is to create a culture where volunteering comes naturally – and where the benefits of volunteering are understood and celebrated.

3.      v is an independent charity launched in May 2006 as a result of the Russell Commission report, A National Framework for Youth Action and Engagement.

4.      To find out more about v visit the charity’s website www.vinspired.com. 

5.      For further information about v, please contact Jane Eggleton, PR Manager, at jane.eggleton@vinspired.com or 0207 960 7018. 

For further information please contact: Helena Davison, Communications Officer on 01803 207048.
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