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PR 2443

9 December 2009

For Immediate Release
Torbay pupils to benefit from free home computer access and online learning

Around 120 Torbay pupils will receive a free computer and home connection to help them with their school work. Torbay Council has successfully bid for £104,000 from the British Education Communication and Technology Agency (BECTA) which supports the Department for Children, Schools and Families to improve IT opportunities for children and young people. 

Students have been selected by Torbay Council as those who would most benefit from having access a home computer. The council has worked closely with BECTA to identify these student groups, and the first laptops are being delivered this month.

A further initiative to bring home computer access to more families will be launched in January. All families of pupils in Key Stage 2 and 3 who are entitled to free school meals will be able to apply for a grant to buy a home computer and internet connection. This new initiative could bring the number of Torbay pupils benefiting from the council’s home computer access programme to around 1600.

Software to maintain parental control will be provided, to make sure young people cannot access inappropriate sites or material. The purpose of the programme is to improve their educational achievements, so the level of security will be higher than that of a standard high street computer package.

Torbay Council’s Cabinet Member for Children’s Services, Councillor Anna Tolchard, said: "Torbay Council is very pleased to be supporting both these schemes, bringing home computer access to a wider selection of young people in the Bay. We are always keen to take up new initiatives to help young people reach their full potential. Having access to a home computer and the Internet is a real boost for pupils studying for their coursework and exams."

-Ends-
For further information please contact: Helena Davison, Communications Officer on 01803 207048.
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