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PR 2436

27 November 2009

For Immediate Release
New high street store hmv teams up with Torbay Council to improve attendance

Torbay Council has teamed up with music, films and games giant hmv, which has just opened a temporary 'pop-up' shop in Torquay's Union Street for Christmas, to run a competition for secondary school pupils who have an excellent attendance record between now and January.

As part of Torbay Council’s Attendance Week, planned for the New Year, the council is running this competition to encourage pupils to maintain good attendance until January,  in order to qualify for a free prize draw to win an hmv voucher or goody bag.

Attendance Week will involve a variety of events, workshops, techniques and incentives with the aim to improve attendance across all schools in Torbay, by engaging pupils, professionals and parents to think about the importance of good attendance and how it can help pupils stay safe, enjoy school and achieve their full potential.

Councillor Anna Tolchard, Torbay Council’s Cabinet Member for Children’s Services, said: "This is a short, sharp burst of an incentive just before Christmas to encourage teenagers not to succumb to the winter doldrums and make an extra effort to come into school every day. The council is planning a range of activities for Attendance Week in January, which is when we will be announcing the winners to this competition. I am delighted that new addition to our high street hmv has come on board to support Torbay’s efforts to improve attendance in schools. 

“Prizes and incentives are only part of our strategy, however, this is a serious matter and the underlying reasons for poor attendance will be addressed in each school - support for young people is always available and penalty notices and parenting orders will be used when appropriate.”

Hmv Torquay Store Manager, Emma Walker, said: “With our new Christmas store opening in Torquay last weekend, we are pleased to help with this community initiative to engage teenagers in recognising the importance of good attendance. We hope that this campaign will help deliver the message to our customers that Every School Day Matters.”

Schools will send us a list of pupils to be nominated, who will be entered into a draw for two winners to be picked from each school. The winner will receive Schools will send us a list of pupils to be nominated, who will be entered into a draw for two winners to be picked from each school. The winner will receive an hmv goody bag with promotional gifts, DVDs and CDs and the runner up with get a £10 voucher to spend in hmv.

-Ends-
For further information please contact: Helena Davison, Communications Officer on 01803 207048.
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