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PR 2374

14 October 2009

For Immediate Release
New Sports Hub at Paignton College secures £375,000 grant from Sport England

Paignton Community and Sports College, in a partnership bid with Torbay Council, has been successful in securing £375,000 from Sport England towards the cost of building a multi-sports complex on the school site.

Sport England awarded the grant as part of its Sustainable Facilities Fund for innovative projects that show long term viability and good public/private sector partnership plans. Out of 69 applications Torbay’s was one of the seven successful bids in the UK.

The college aims to use the funding to construct a new multi-sports hub on the site of the tennis courts at the Waterleat Road campus. The aim is to provide modern, fully accessible facilities for a range of sports including basketball, tennis, badminton and netball. The centre will have a specialist cushioned multi-sport floor, a viewing area and toilets. Detailed plans are now being drawn up ready for a planning application. 

The hub will form an important element of Torbay’s Sports Strategy, which aims to increase regular participation in sport and enable the talented local sports people to develop their potential. 

The new facilities will be available for use by the wider community as well as other schools in Torbay, including primary schools. Facilities and activities will be accessible to disabled people and specific activities will target those from a less sporty background, as well as providing challenging activities for the gifted and talented.

Torbay Council’s Cabinet Member for Children’s Services, Councillor Anna Tolchard said: “We are so pleased that the bid has been successful. It is testament to the calibre of Torbay’s partnerships that it is one of only seven successful projects of this kind in the whole of the UK. Paignton College has an important role to play in our sporting strategy which aims to position Torbay as a centre of excellence for sport."

Paignton College Principal Jane English said: “I am delighted. This is great news for the pupils in our college and for the sporting community of Torbay. This award will further enhance the college’s sports facilities by changing an existing outdoor facility into an indoor venue. It will enable us to provide many more opportunities for people to take part in and enjoy sport as well as keeping fit and staying healthy.”

Chair of Governors Iris Butler said: “With the all-weather pitch nearing completion this is an opportunity to add another fabulous facility as part of our aim to  provide impressive sporting venues for our own students, other Torbay’s schools and sports clubs. This is a very good example of partnership working between the college and Torbay Council to achieve another great outcome for Torbay.”

Jason Trevarthen, Assistant Principal and Director of Sport, said: "We are thrilled with the award made by Sport England. It will mean that people in Torbay will have fantastic opportunities in a range of sports. All ages and abilities will benefit and we are delighted that Paignton Community and Sports College will be at the heart of community sport."

Sport England’s Property Director, Charles Johnston, said: “This investment in a modern, fully accessible facility will open up sporting opportunities for everyone in the local community to play a wide range of sports, helping us to secure a lasting Olympic and Paralympic legacy of increased participation.”

For further information please contact: Helena Davison, Communications Officer on 01803 207048.
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