[image: image1.png]orBay__
2L






PR 2680

06 April 2010

For Immediate Release
Popular Niterider scheme extended again for young people travelling in Torbay.

A scheme offering discounted bus tickets to young people aged 16 - 19 has proved so popular that Stagecoach has agreed to extend it until further notice.

Niterider enables young people to travel anywhere in Torbay for £1 after 6pm until 10.30pm on any day of the week.

The scheme was piloted in December when 2,000 young people took up the offer. Niterider was then extended until 1 May 2010 and will now continue past this date because of its popularity. Since the scheme was launched in excess of 7,000 passengers have used it.

Questionnaires are now being sent out to young people in Torbay to find out how they heard about the scheme, where they were going when they used the service and if they would use the scheme again. 

Feedback from a recent questionnaire shows:

· More than 64% of young people used the Niterider ticket to access youth clubs and positive activities in the Bay.

· Almost 74% of young people were either ‘Very Satisfied’ or ‘Satisfied’ with the Niterider trial.

· Almost 95% of young people said they would use the scheme again.

Managing Director of Stagecoach South West, Michelle Hargreaves, said: "We're delighted to extend this offer to 16 to 19 year olds across Torbay. Over the past five months it has attracted lots of passengers and I hope many more will take advantage of this service."

Torbay Council’s People Commissioner and Director of Children’s Services, Dr Carol Tozer, said: "I am really pleased that the Niterider service has been extended by Stagecoach. It is extremely popular with young people and enables them to make the most of the many activities and events being held across the Bay. 

"Cheap transport around the Bay is a priority for young people here. Torbay Council is listening to what they want and is working in partnership with organisations like Stagecoach to try and meet their needs."

-Ends-
For further information please contact: Michelle Pierce, Communications Officer on 01803 208850.
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